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MISSION

The Pocono Environmental
Education Center (PEE.C.) advances
environmental education, sustainable
living and appreciation for nature
through hands on experience in a
national park.
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The 50th anniversary of Neil Armstrong’s moon walk is the perfect inspiration for thinking about the impact of
science on our everyday life. A scan of the articles published in that week's Science journal (Science 165 (3891))
shows us that in 50 years, some the debates have not really changed—from discussions of family planning to
concerns centered on opioid addictions, we are still trying to meld scientific advances and societal concerns.
However, technological advances abound as we have moved well past the articles that question the potential
success or failure of the development of the Concorde in light of mounting costs and the need for establishing
theoretical connections between environmental cues and gene expression. Along the way to these scientific
advances, governmental funding, and societal approval have played a vital role.

Science and Society have not always fit comfortably hand-in-hand in this country, and as we review the 1969
articles, an opinion piece discusses the post-war recovery of Germany's scientific research base while raising a

concern about our lack of advancement because the “US. public is denigrating technology” (Science 165 (3891), oy Karnas, PhD.

339). The moon landing would change all that, giving the public a rallying point. By October 1973, the Naval Chairperson

Research Laboratory sponsored a symposium *“Perspectives in Science and Technology' that opened with the

President of the National Academies of Sciences discussing the diminishing antitechnology attitudes in our society (Science 182 (4112):570-
571). Little could he have realized that the next century would see a mini-computer in the back pocket of every individual—a ““smart phone”
whose main purpose is no longer to make phone calls. While we may not be at the point of “doubling the neurons in the brain,” other
conjectures on the importance of genetic engineering have been brought to fruition as we can alter an organism'’s traits through the injections
of DNA fragments. While the opinion of the general society has not always been favorable, it has been important in driving these advances.

Another 50-year anniversary will be celebrated this year; the grassroots of which inspired commentary in that same Science journal to
encourage scientists that “we should feel obligated to advise our representatives,” referencing the fight to block housing development on the
fragile fossil beds in central Colorado (Science 165 (3891),335). Ultimately, the Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument was established
on August 20, 1969, through the efforts of scientists, citizens, and conservation groups. An earlier Science article (Sciences 164 (3884), 1152),
discusses the importance of this site with its well-preserved plant, insect, and fish fossil specimens.

For more than 50 years, scientists have been extolling the importance of science education as a way to both shape “society’s present
attitudes towards science” and to "‘develop social awareness among scientists,” arguing that this schooling must be an integral part of early
childhood education (Science 182 (4110),336). It is vital that those making the advances connect to the individuals who are impacted by the
discoveries, so we can share in the excitement together: VWe must work together:

As PEEC approaches its own 50th anniversary, we continue to connect science, society, and science education. Our summer camps and
school programs encourage discovery and share the excitement of nature by integrating science and early childhood education. Our PEEC
community is crucial in this mission. Funding from our individual members makes possible camp experiences for urban youth. We need you

to help us achieve this mission and make an impact on our future citizens.VWhere will you leave your footprint?
P E E c Pe 0 p I e ~ K. Joy Karnas, Ph.D., Chair, Board of Trustees
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“I started to forget that | wasn’t home!” ~ Student-Participant in the WATER! Program,
Philadelphia High School for Girls, Philadelphia, PA




Run, Hike , Crawl - 5K Trail Run
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Run « Hike o Crawl

PEEC 5k Trail Race
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The annual PEEC 5k Trail Run, Run,

Hike, Crawl, was held Saturday, May

5,2018.The 5k trail runs through our

main campus and through a variety

of different woodland habitats along

the Fossil and Scenic Gorge Trails. The

runners enjoyed the race and helped B
raise over $9,300 for PEEC.

Fast Facts

* General Fact: Over 30,000 people from across the U.S.
and other countries come to PEEC each year to participate
in scheduled programs or to hike with friends & family.

* Education: This year we were visited by 105 schools and
organizations for environmental education, team building, and
retreats. PEEC served over 9 thousand students for day or
overnight programming.

* Public Programs: Over 2,100 people attended | 15
scheduled programs, averaging |8 participants per event.
253 people attended our 20 grant-funded Bridge the Gap
programs, grant-funded Bridge the Gap programs..

* Volunteers: 70+ people contributed a monumental 600+
hours of volunteer hours, many of which were a part of the
Winter Storm Riley clean-up.

“Fun to see how nature is. I’m inspired by different types of animals.” ~ Student, 1S383,
Brooklyn, NY




Take a PEEC!
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Summer Science in the Poconos

‘ The Victoria Foundation and PSEG Foundation once again funded Newark
| ‘ students to come to PEEC at the end of June. Six schools (up from 5 last year) sent
| | over 70 students for a 4 day/3 night adventure. During this time, not only were the

students immersed in nature, but they also became friends with the other students
“‘ who came from many neighborhoods throughout the city.

Women on the Water (WOW) rf_ anf_
& Boys in Boats (B2)

This program promotes watershed awareness while paddling on v" VV
the Delaware River and camping along its shores. PEEC staff led this

program for 75 students from five different schools/organizations located in Camden, NJ

and Philadelphia, PA. This program is generously funded by the William Penn Foundation
Students spend 3 days and 2 nights on the river, taking water samples and exploring

different ways to calculate water quality on the river that provides drinking water to
their home communities.

The Sci-Q Project : THE §CI-01
20 eighth to tenth grade students from NY, NJ and PA PHDJEET

came to PEEC for a week long ‘immersion in science’

program that was generously funded by Sanofi Pasteur. Students attended ESU for
3 hands-on classes led by college professors, paddled down the Delaware River to
study geologic formations in the Water Gap, made hydraulic powered arm units, and
visited the Sterling Hill Mine Museum. They also, among other activities, finished their

week creating team ‘boats’ using only cardboard, duct tape, plastic bags and gallon
jugs, and raced them on PEEC’s Front Pond.

“It is still funny that the turtle wiggled his hands at our thumbs.” ~ Student, River Valley
Waldorf School, Upper Black Eddy, PA




DELAWARE WATER GAP Funded by the William Penn Foundation, BTG is a connector

NATIONAL RECREATION ARea - a bridge - between people and their natural environment.
POCONO ENVIRONMENTAL . - oo . |
EDUCATION CENTER This program has shown us that hiking, biking, and paddling are
\
\

excellent ways to share the watershed message: Healthy forests encourage healthy waterways.
BTG is a tool that accomplished sending that message as it helped promote watershed “
stewardship. In 2018, more than 1200 people hiked on and around PEECs trails, and paddled
on our ponds and the Delaware River. Many of those people showed their support of healthy |
watersheds by pledging to clean up their neighborhoods, become members of environmental -
organizations, and/or learn how to monitor water quality.

Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) |

Thanks to generous donations from The Dime Bank and Waste Management, 2018 saw
over 300 local 4th graders attend a day program at PEEC. They visited the EcoZone and

then hiked on one of PEEC's trails, learning wildlife study vocabulary as they hunted for items
related to what they discovered in the EcoZone. Also, area families were able to come visit the

EcoZone throughout the year on select weekends. EITC funding is important in allowing local
students and families to explore nature. —

Nature Adventure Camp

In 2018, PEEC's Nature Adventure Camps hosted over three hundred campers during our
eight weeks, featuring favorite highlight trips into the Delaware Water Gap to see waterfalls
and hike. This year also brought some great partnerships with Archery Addictions and Pocono
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center for All-Camp activities, as well as 3 sessions with local artist Ricky
Boscarino at his Luna Park home studio. This year we had eighteen campers receive financial
assistance through the Biondo Family Foundation and generous individual donations.

“I really needed to come here.” ~ Participant in the WATER!
Program, Mastery Charter High School, Camden, NJ




Growing Green

‘ Since 2010, PEEC & Easter Seals of Northeastern Pennsylvania have partnered to offer
“ Growing Green, a summer camp for special needs campers.This program continued to grow and
‘ improve in 2018. Each year Growing Green campers participate in various activities with PEEC

| Summer Campers. This program was funded by The Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Foundation and
other generous donors.

Earth Day and Harvest Festival are events for the community which celebrate the planet and
encourage connections with nature. We welcomed nearly 500 visitors over our two festival days,
along with over forty vendors from local businesses, nonprofit agencies, artists and crafters from the
surrounding area. Along with the usual music, crafts and fun, some highlights included an Earth Day
poetry contest and free ice cream for canoeing during Harvest Festival.

Scouting Programs

Every year PEEC hosts four badge festivals where local Scout troops and individuals can spend the
day working toward nature and environmental badges. Over 4 badge festivals, we hosted 127 scouts,

with many more overnight and weekend trips throughout the year that focused on team building,
camping/survival and environmental issues.

Watershed Awareness: Teaching Everyone Responsibilityl Over 250 students from the Camden

| and Philadelphia area attended this William Penn Foundation funded 3 day/2 night program

“ that focused on watershed health. PEEC, Camden and Philly all are located in the Delaware River
Watershed, so it was interesting for the students to learn what factors help keep a watershed healthy.
They took notes about what was happening in the watershed in our area and then compared
them to what is happening in their own neighborhoods. Students then plan and carry out various

\‘ watershed projects to help raise awareness and watershed health.

“Best team building work ever!” ~ Student, French American School of Princeton,
Princeton, NJ




Education & Operations Updates

* The Nature Lodge was replaced by two classroom-sized Teaching Yurts. The Dr. S Marie Kuhnen
Teaching Yurts are named for one of the founding members of PEEC, an avid birder; teacher,
and mentor.

* 2018 brought a new experience for schools and visitors—Questing! Questing is a fun, riddle-based
investigation that guides students across the PEEC campus. Designed by our 2018 Instructor Intern
Emily Sherek, Questing teaches tree identification, fun facts about native animals, and highlights our —.
sustainable practices at PEEC. '

* Incoming Princeton University freshmen worked on projects at PEEC as a part of their Community
Action Projects. Highlights include:

- A Hydroponics System to complement the existing Aquaponics System.
- An Earth Material tool shed with a Green Roof was added to the Canoe Garden.

- A Biogas Digester, to convert compost to methane gas for sustainability classes, is now
located near last year's Composters.

- A Sound Garden was added along the Trail for Everyone.

* Additional canoe racks at Pickerel Pond and Front Pond now complement the kayak racks built in 2017,
all courtesy of local Boy Scout Troop 5.

* The Bird Blind near the main building on Two Ponds Trail was demolished and rebuilt, also by Troop 5. e ———————

* A New Teambuilding Wall was built on the Amphitheater course and significant replacements/repairs
were made to the swinging steps element.

* Two Ponds trail was rerouted closer to the edge of Pickerel Pond following tremendous storm damage
from 2018 Winter Storm Riley.

* Courtesy of the DEWA Trail Stewards, significant trail improvements were made, including blazes and
bog-bridges.

* Kerry (the) Fisher was added to our Main Building taxidermy collection. We would like to thank
Lehman Township for finding Kerry and offering him to us for preservation.

“By the way | learned a lot about the environment and wildlife. It was really funny when
we were doing quest and we saw that bird that said ‘cheeseburger, cheeseburger’.” ~

Student, River Valley Waldorf School, Upper Black Eddy, PA




Financial Report

2017 2018
Revenue gains other supports
Instructional Fees 1,075,323 1,046,971 \
Grants 191,316 655,811
Contributions 418,576 136,964
Insurance Proceeds — 145,677
Misc - -
Fundraising 78512 85,046
Investment Income 1,200 3,131
Net Unrealized (loss) Gain on Investments (781) (4,624)
Gift Shop 12,309 12,406
Other Income - -
Total Revenue, Gains and Other Support 1,776,654 2,081,382
Expenses
Instructional 1,193,412 1,191,856  \ |
Management and General 310,358 297,478
Development and Fundraising 42513 45,761
]
Total expenses 1,546,283 1,535,095 I n T h e I r own
(Decrease) Increase in Net Assets from Operations 230,371 546,287 A ords
Net Assets, Beginning of Year as Previously Reported 223,372 453,743 -
— 7/ o \
| |
Net asset, ending 453,743 1,000,030 | |
| |
| |
| |
Depreciation 42,865 46,099 \‘ \
Other Adjustments to Reconcile Changes in Net Assets 250,608 415,118 \ |
| |
| |
| |
Net Cash Provided by (Used in) Operating Activities 523,844 461,217 | |
| |
| |
| |
Net Cash Flows from Investing Activities / Payments for Property & Equipment (19.341) (292,662) \‘ \
Net Cash Flows from Financing Activities (9,387) (34,095) \
Net Increase in Cash and Cash Equivalents 495,116 134,460 ‘
Cash and Cash Equivalent: Beginning of Year 129,504 624,620 ity o having e, @l vhe
ther 6th graders at BSI joi t
Cash & Cash Equvalent: End of Year 624,620 759,080 e e ?rs y Jenese
s . ¢al Disch PEEC. I really enjoyed your classes, they
upplemental Disclosures: ) .
ere so interactive, and hands on! |
Cash Paid During Year for Interest - 2,715 . I "

definitely prefer classes you get to do stuff
in, over note taking, or just listening. | really
liked using a compass to find different
points on a map. | loved being able to
be independent.”

“Who knew sitting looking at a tree could be so neat.” ~ Student, Newtown Friends School,
Newtown, PA




() 2018 PEEC SUPPORTERS

LD EAGLE

RED SHOULDERED HAWK

b

BLUE HERON

},

SCARLET TANAGER

,‘

Charles & Susan Snyder
Tom & Barbara Brummer
Daniel White

Brian & Kathy O’Hare

Carolyn & Paul Shuttleworth
EdWinters

Jeff & Gail Rosalsky

Kathleen Lyon & Darrell Berger
Ken & Amy Ferris

Marcia Kaplan-Mann

Blaise James & Ruth Gottschall
James & Gloria Ross

Harold & Kathleen Aaron
Katrina Barnas

Pam Gregory & David Palladino
Alain & MaryAnn Lajoux
Jeffrey Shapiro

Naomi & Ron Anafi
Anonymous

Lynn Robinson

Alan & Michelle Brower
Alice Motten

Bob DeYoung

Brenda & Mark Berman
Charles & Diane Fancher
Christine Herz

David Goldberg

David Miller
The David S. Miller Family
Charitable Gift Fund

Mark Biedlingmaier
Norman & Sharon Spindel
Patricia Swoyer-Salber

Paul Biedlingmaier; Jr.

Ronald Kuby & Marilyn Vasta
Sondra Rosalsky

Stephanie Kollar

Allison Taylor
Anthony & JanetVallese

David T. Lender

Davis & Judy Chant

Denise “Cory” Pols & Polly
Prunuske

Dr. Susan Halsey

Dylan DeSantis

Edward Bromley

Elizabeth Mindlin

Elizabeth Scherer

Elizabeth Sherman

Flo Mauro & Heather Chadwick
Gelman-Lichtenstein Family Fund
Gregory & Anne Steinberg

Janet Carter

John lanacone & Cynthia D’Ambrosio

Litzenberger Family Foundation
Carolyn Licht
George Hill

Sue Currier

Thomas O’Keefe & Teresa Stack
Marc & Sharon Gold

Andrew & Julie Wilshinsky

Dan Abramson

Gregory & Patricia Lutfy
Joanne Bruno

lan Domowitz & Marguerite Morton
Jay & Nancy Gerbehy

Joseph & Sara Bedrick

Karen Kontizas

Kevin & Janine Morley

Lee & Sondra Miller

Margaret & Winston Crawley

Marguerite Rivetti-Kauffman &
Jack Kauffman

Maria Dorn

Mariann Oswald

Mary Cooney & Steve Buma

Maureen Schaeffer

Michael & Lynn Zahner

Michael &Victoria Brown

Michael Lichtenstein & Diane Gelman

Michael Newmark

Paul Schaeffer
Richard & Rebecca Lindsey
Jack & Carol Padalino

Maleyne Syracuse & Michael
Trenner

Margaret & John Post
Michael & Elizabeth Geitz
Paula Delucco

Sandra Hance

Terri Heisler-Hess
AM. Skier

Mike & Kristen Brubaker
Mimi Nenno

Nancy Roberts

Nydia Hernandez

Paula & Allan Whitney, Jr.
Philip Munkacsy

Robert & Roberta Scott
Roy Arezzo

Sheila Salmon

Stephen McBride
Steven & Anne Fassler
Susan Kolton

Susan Stevenson
Wilbert Lyons




Tanya Zelevinsky Dr. & Mrs. Franklin Strong Karen Medina Paul & Marguerite Menditto
TREE SWALLOW Abby Pariser Fred Buchholz & Helen Ripple Kathleen & Michael Gilbert Philip & Sima Pskowitz

Al & Donna Campoli Gail Wasserman Larry & Frances Martone Phyllis Berger

Allison Owczarczak Gussie Graffeo Linda Franzmann Robert & Melody Remillard

Andrea Ace James Kasprzak Lorraine Gregory Robert Newmark

Angelo Correa James Vagliardo Margaret Parlapiano Stephen & Jennifer Schoonover

Carol Norr John & Carol Fern Culhane Mary Munn Sue & Gary Kwiatkowski

Daniel Kriesberg John Caminiti Mikki Weiss William Kiger

David & Noreen Holstein John McCauley Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hofman

David Rheinheimer Jonathan Thron Nancy Fezell

Derry & Nancy Bird Joseph Horning Patricia Michelin

Donald & Chris Burton Judson Shutt Patti & Jeff Shreiner

lohn & Annie Frisbie Brian Palestis udith Adelson Richie Roche
EASTERN PHOEBE JNetwork for Good Bruce Pollack JKenne'rh Snowden Amanda Subjin

Julia & James Vick Charles & Barbara McCarthy Kevin Chambers Claudio M. Stabile

Sam & Marie Liu Dawn Nargi-Ferrin Lars Loercher Haitham Noueihed

Niels Kistrup Debbie Risko Laura Boutwell Isabel Keppel

Anonymous Gail Keyes Lucille Virzi Judy Belluardo

Arline & Albert Bonadonna lla Mongillo Mayra Sacco Martha Szychulski

Baumgarten Jackie Liotto Mrs. George R. Kelly Valley Stream Hiking Club

Betsy Motten Janet Martin Paul & Debbie Smoller Eva Jakubowski

Bill Herbert Jon &Wendy Westock Penelope Taylor Debra Schneider

Brenna Bry Joseph Paul Horning Peter & Kelly Wulfhorst

GRANTS & CORPORATE SPONSORS

108 Lotus Yoga DP Luhrs True Value Hardware Pike County Light & Power Company
2 M. Marketing Group Econo-Pak Pine Forest Camp

AM Skier Agency, Inc. Edge of the Woods Outfitters Reppert Factor LLC

Anne Spychala Family Charitable Foundation ESSA Bank & Trust Charitable Foundation Saw Creek Outfitters

B&K Tax Service, Inc.
Belle Reve Senior Living

Greater Pike Community Foundation
Manko Gold Katcher Fox LLP

Target Fire Protection
The Copper Beech Foundation

Berkowitz Il Foundation, Inc. Milberg Factors, Inc. The Dime Bank
CPA Rifles Myer & Myer CPA Victoria Foundation
Dancing Tides Foundation Niki Jones Agency Walmart

Davis R. Chant Realtors
Dingmans Choice & Delaware Bridge Co.

NYLTITE Corporation of America
PennyWise Fuel Company

William Penn Foundation
Woodloch Pines Resort

Continued on next page.

EcoZone Discovery Room! S———————
Fabric Arts

Sci-Q Science Camp o at PEEC! Summer Camp

“It was an honour to come - first time on canoes & having s’mores!”
~ Student, East Harlem Scholars Academy, New York, NY




IN-KIND DONORS- CORPORATE & INDIVIDUAL

Claudio M. Stabile Laura J. Napoli & Thomas FWatson Sondra Rosalsky
Comanche Tree Service, LLC Linda Franzmann Vickie Marmorstein
Eithne Kelly Patagonia Weis Markets
Janet Carter Patti & Jeff Shreiner

Anonymous Jim & Amy Amigh Mike Bullis
Betty Lee Bingnear John & Sherry Cohn Myra Spindel
Dorothy & Debby Schafler Judie Rosborough Norman & Sharon Spindel
Eric Maier Kayla Spear Norman Schafler
Flora Scheck Kevin Kavanaugh Sara Pessah
Jeffrey Di Bernard Marcia Kaplan-Mann Title Lines
- r

“Last year’s students named PEEC as their favorite elementary school memory - 60% of
them!” ~ Teacher, PS32Q, Flushing NY




BEEC

PoconolEnvironmental
EducationiCenter;

PEEC IS CLOSE TO HOME | ¢ere Learning comes Naturally



